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a different matter. The true soldier is he who dies at his post. Death
while doing one's appointed task ensures one's welfare, whereas
attempting to do another's duties is fraught with danger.1
THE KHADI PLEDGE
It is indeed surprising that of all the conditions in the pledge
which the Gongress has prescribed for the volunteers, the one re-
quiring the use of khadi is felt to be the most exacting. As a matter
of fact, one would expect that the condition of non-violence even in
thought or even when one is assaulted would be regarded as more
difficult. If, however, the condition of wearing khadi is felt to
be difficult, the reason must be that when we break this rule we
know that we do so and the fact of our having broken it is im-
mediately observed by others as well, so that one cannot in this
matter deceive either oneself or others. My advice is that we should
show as much vigilance in all the conditions as we are obliged to
do in regard to khadi. The meaning of the condition about khadi in
the pledge has not been clearly understood* But it can have
only one meaning. It can apply only to the clothes we wear. One
should certainly discard foreign or mill-made cloth from our bed-
ding, etc., but this is not made obligatory in the pledge as there are
difficulties in the way of immediate self-purification to this extent.
For many, such a step may even be beyond their means. Once,
however, we have made this change-over in regard to the clothes
we wear, it is unlikely that, for other purposes in the home, we
would continue to use mill-made or foreign cloth in preference to
khadi. It is not at all difficult now to use khadi for one's
clothes. If a man is very poor, he may limit himself to a loin-
cloth but this should be of khadi.
One more question has been raised in this matter, viz., is khadi
to be worn by volunteers only when on duty or at all times? As
long as one's name stands in the list of volunteers, having taken
the pledge one must wear khadi at all times, in private and in pub-
lic.
BRAVE MOTHER
During the Gongress week, I received a letter from the mother
of Shri Govindji Vasanji Mithaiwala, but at the time I could not
use it in Navajivan. Some of the facts of this case have appeared in
newspapers but I do not wish to discuss them here. A gentleman
has replied to certain statements made in the court by Shri Govind-
1 Bhagavad Gita, IIL35